
A Letter From the Pastor 

February, 2020 Newsletter 

“VOLUNTEER(S) 
NEEDED” 

 

The church 
has some 

glass items, 
pictures, and 

books left 
from the    

Attic     
Treasures 
Yard Sale.  
We would 
like to sell 
them on 

eBay, Craig’s 
List, or any 

Facebook sell 
site. If you 

have experi-
ence with 
selling on 

any of these 
sites and 

would like to 
help with this 

project, 
please      
contact   

Vicky Arno. 

Jonesville First Presbyterian Church 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. ~ 1 John 4:7 
 

Dear Church,                                                                                                                     

 

Happy February!  As a child I always liked the arrival of February.  For one thing, it 
meant we had survived the long, cold, dreary days of January, and we could start look-
ing forward to Spring.  But more than that, I anticipated Valentine’s Day with great 
excitement.  I loved picking out valentines for each classmate, seeing the exquisitely 
packaged chocolate hearts and pretty flowers in the stores, and feeling like everyone in 
the world was celebrating love.  

 

At least….until I entered middle school.  Then Valentine’s Day became a great 
“sorter” of who was lovable (in other words, who had a boyfriend/girlfriend) and who 
wasn’t.  Or so we thought. I’ll confess that as an adult, I’ve had some years where I 
received dozens of roses and delicious chocolates, as well as the affections of an ad-
mirer…and I’ve had other years spent sobbing in solitude on my couch, feeling un-
lovable, invisible, and alone. 

   
Valentine’s Day can be an especially difficult day for those who have suffered a break
-up or divorce, for those who have lost a spouse to death or disease, those who have 
never been coupled and wish they were, the ones who have an absent or abusive part-
ner, those who feel that nobody could love them, and so many others.  

  
Thank God, that true Love goes far beyond the impossibly perfect fantasy of a Holly-
wood Happy-Ever-After.  Real life is much messier, and much deeper.  And God 
knows that every single one of us needs love in our lives to thrive.  

 
Enter: CHURCH.  We have a calling from God to love one another.  That is a love 
that goes deeper than romantic interest or affection.  It’s AGAPE love, which is un-
conditional – we can’t earn it or un-earn it—it’s never ending, and it’s free!  We have 
a call to receive this love from God in Christ, and then to embody it for others.  We 
can do this by seeing one another, recognizing that each person we meet is made in the 
image of God – and loved as a precious and beloved child, and then to treat them ac-
cordingly. We are called to care especially for the ones who feel alone, unloved, who 
do not know their worth. 

   

The world still threatens to sort us into those categories of “Lovable” and “Loser,” 
based on wealth, health, appearance, status, address, and so much more.  Every day we 
are bombarded with messages intended to make us doubt our worth – usually in order 
to sell a product. 

   

This February, let us at JFPC seek to embody the love of Christ for all – especially 
those who are alone, lonely, and feeling unlovable.  Dear friend, you are loved.          

 

Yours in Christ,    

 

Pastor Lynne 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+4:7


The “What” and “Why of “Per Capita”? 
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If you took home a box of 2020 Offering Envelopes, you probably noticed that 
there is a sticker on it that says, “Per Capita for 2020 is $32.50.”  Session asks 
you to contribute this amount if possible, beyond what you have pledged. For 
2020, it is $32.50 per member.   If you are able and willing to contribute your 
per capita, it should be clearly marked “per capita” on the check and/or enve-
lope to make our record-keeping easier.  We do not subtract your per capita 
from your regular pledges and offerings.  If you’d like to know more about 
what Per Capita pays for, and why it’s important, keep reading. 
 
So what Is Per Capita?   “Per capita,” in common English usage, means “for 
each person”.  The Presbyterian Church (USA) uses the term for the operating 
costs of the Presbyterian Church (USA), divided by the number of members in 
our denomination.   This is not money put toward the mission of the church, 
although some of it funds the structure underneath the mission.   It pays for 
meetings, offices, technology, travel, printing, accounting, and more.   And, it 
pays for these things at all three governing bodies beyond the local church:  the 
Presbytery, the Synod, and the General Assembly.    
 
Why Have Per Capita at All?  Every organization has operational expenses; 
the PC(USA) is no different.   We are a connectional church, and we became 
connectional from the “ground up,” not the “top down”.    
We work together with other Presbyterians to do mission, to provide resources 
for the whole church, to train leaders, to nurture faith in children and youth, to 
offer guidelines to help all of us be more faithful in our daily lives.  The opera-
tional expenses to make this happen don’t have to be taken from what is given 
for “mission,” because of per capita.    
 
What if there were no per capita?  If there were no per capita to fund opera-
tions, there would be no meetings of the General Assembly, Synod or Presby-
tery.  Sometimes “no meetings” might seem like a good thing, but each meet-
ing is a gathering of people of faith, just like you and me.  They are seeking 
God’s direction, and doing God’s work – not just dull business!  There would 
be no one training the next generation of ministers, no way to connect a church 
seeking a pastor with ministers and candidates.  There would be no one to an-
swer the phone and speak to our questions about how to revitalize a church or 
choose curriculum, no one to stay connected to missionaries overseas, no one 
to come guide a Session or congregational gathering when there is a crisis in a 
local church.   If there were no per capita, then we would cease to be a connec-
tional church.   Those connections are a core aspect of our way of being faith-
ful to God – our support system, our theological grounding, our checks and 
balances. 
 
Can’t we, as a denomination, tighten our belts?  Yes.  And we have, in fact, 
been tightening our belts for many years.  The national staff, regional staff, and 
support staff have undergone downsizing, just like that which has happened in 
the business and non-profit worlds.   The peak membership in the PC(USA) was  

The following 
area pastors have 

graciously 
agreed to cover 

any pastoral care 
needs or emer-

gencies for JFPC 
while Pastor 

Lynne is out of 
the  country 

from              
Jan. 26—Feb. 7. 
They are:  Rev. 
Julie Elmore, 

Coldwater 
UMC, 517-279-
8402 (church), 
517-607-6977 
(cell); Pastor 
Mary Sweet, 

Jonesville UMC, 
517-849-9565 
(church), 231-

881-7367 (cell); 
Rev.  Jessica 
Hahn, Trinity 

Lutheran 
Church,         

517-437-2647 
(church),         

517-607-9429 
(cell); Rev.  

Deborah  Semon
-Scott, Coldwa-
ter Presbyterian 

Church,         
517-278-6068 

(church),        
517-610-9039 

(cell). 
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4.25 million people, and it came in 1965.   The most recent figures, for 2018, give a total membership 
of 1.35 million, paralleling a trend in other mainline churches and now carrying into other types of 
churches as well.   We are learning to do more with less. We do more electronically.  We have fewer 
meetings, and smaller staff.   At the same time, we are discovering new ways of being the Body of 
Christ, helping struggling churches to discern God’s future for them, starting new worshipping com-
munities, helping churches learn how to be electronically connected to one another and their mem-
bers.  
 
Why should I pay my per capita?   Shouldn’t that just come out of my giving?  Per Capita has 
been compared to “dues,” and it’s a fair comparison – except that it’s not charged to you to be a mem-
ber of a church.  It’s charged to the church, as our share of the costs to operate the Presbyterian 
Church (USA).    JFPC’s Share of the Cost in 2020 is approximately $4150. This figure is deter-
mined by our last reported Active Membership multiplied by $32.50.  Of that amount, some goes to-
ward GA, some for Synod, and $23.00 to Presbytery.  Every January, each congregation in our pres-
bytery is billed.  JFPC now pays our per capita bill quarterly to the Presbytery, which sends the appro-
priate amounts on to the Synod and General Assembly (GA).   The Session historically has asked 
members to consider reimbursing the church for Per Capita.   If we were to take the Per Capita pay-
ment funds out of regular giving, we would reduce our ability to pay for other things in that amount.   
 
And we ask again this year.  It is voluntary, but the Session hopes that you will give prayerful consid-
eration to contributing this extra amount for each active member of the church.   If you can’t pay all, 
perhaps you can contribute a portion, or divide it up into several payments over the course of 
2020.   Just be sure to mark each one that it’s for Per Capita.  
 
Thank you for your support of the church, in all ways, and thank you for reading this.   I hope (and the 
Session hopes) that you have a better understanding of what per capita is, and also why we encourage 
each person to pay their own per capita. 
   

How to use the Bible 
 

When in sorrow—Read John 14 

When people fail you—Read Psalm 27 

When you have sinned—Read Psalm 51 

When you worry—Read Matthew 6:25-34 

Before the church service—Read Psalm 84 

When you are in danger—Read Psalm 91 

When you are feeling blue—Read Psalm 34 

When God seems distant—Read Psalm 139 

When discouraged—Read Isaiah 40 

If you want to be fruitful—Read John 15 

When doubts come—Read John 7:17 

When lonely or fearful—Read Psalm 23 

When you forget your blessings—Read Psalm 103 

For Jesus’ idea of a Christian—Read Matthew 5 

For the Bible’s idea of religion—Read James 1:19-27 

When you feel down and out—Read Romans 8:31-39 

When the world seems bigger than God—Read Psalm 90 

February Birthdays  

and  

Anniversaries! 
 

2 Don Johnson 

5 Jason Raddatz 

9 Kathi Boyle 

17 Sydney Barrett 

24 Jeanine Yard 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Lynne-Out 

2 

10:30 Worship; 

Mason Hahn 

3 4 5 6 7 

Midnight-Holy 
Land Travelers 

Return 

8 

9 

10:30 Worship/
Communion 

10 11 

 

1:00 Take-A-
Break; Olivia’s 

 

5:00 Admin./
Finance Mtg. 

12 

 

 

 

 

5:15 Worship 
Comm. Mtg. 

13 14 15 

16 

10:30 Worship 

 

CE Mtg. 

17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 

10:30 Worship 

24 25 26 

Noon-Lenten 
Lunch-JUMC 

 

6:30 Session 

27 28 29 

10:00-2:00 

Body & Soul 
Day-GIG 

February 2020 

SAVE THE DATE!   Friday, March 13, 
2020, is the date Young at Heart has set 
for a  potluck and game night. The festivi-
ties will begin at 6:00 PM. All are wel-
come to come and enjoy fellowship and 
good food.  



WHAT ABOUT OUR HOLY LAND TRAVELERS??? 

Several of you have asked for information about our pilgrims.  Pastor Lynne will be posting and docu-
menting our adventures on Facebook as WIFI allows.  If you’d like to pray for those traveling, here is 
the itinerary and our travel information.  Those commissioned by JFPC will be bringing back stories, 
resources, and experiences that will be used to teach, educate, and enrich our entire church family.  
Thank you for your prayers and support! 

 

WHEN/WHERE ARE WE GOING: (Itinerary) 
 
Jan. 26 - Depart US  DTW 4:10pm  Lufthansa #443, arrive Frankfurt 6:10am.   
Jan. 27 – Depart Frankfurt 10:10 am Lufthansa #686, arrive Tel Aviv 3:15pm. 
 - drive to I’billin for dinner and evening worship at the church. 
 
Jan. 28 - A meeting with Bishop Chacour - Caesarea Maritima, Mt. Carmel, Cana, overnight in I’billin 
 
Jan. 29 - Caesarea Philippi, Golan Heights, Nazareth Village, Basilica of the Annunciation, Mt. of 
Precipice, overnight in Nazareth. 
 
Jan. 30 - Magdala, Boat Ride on the Sea of Galilee, Tabgha, Capernaum, Mt. of Beatitudes, St. Peter’s 
Fish lunch, Bethsaida and Kursi, overnight in Nazareth. 
 
Jan. 31 - Beth-Shean, Jordan River, swimming in the Dead Sea, Qumran, Wadi Qelt/Valley of the Shad-
ow of Death, overnight Bethlehem. 
 
Feb. 1 - Shepherd’s Fields, Church of the Nativity, Battir, wine tasting at Cremisan, overnight in 
Bethlehem. 
 
Feb. 2 - Sunday worship with Baraka Presbyterian Church, lunch in Aida Refugee Camp, walk along the 
walls, Tea at the Walled Off - Banksy Hotel - overnight in Bethlehem. 
 
Feb. 3 - Jacob’s Well, Mt. Gezrim and Samaritan museum, Sebastiya, stop to taste Knafeh at a local 
sweet shop, overnight in Jerusalem. 
 
Feb. 4 - Walk down Palm Sunday Road, Gethsemane, Pools of Bethesda, Western Wall, Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher, Caiaphas’ House - 
overnight in Jerusalem 
 
Feb. 5 - Al-Aqsa/Dome of the Rock, free day in JLM, Depart late afternoon for Tel/Aviv/Joppa sunset at 
the port, final dinner.  ” Closing worship and overnight in Tel Aviv 
 
Feb. 6 - Depart  Tel Aviv 11:35 am United/Lufthansa #85, arrive Newark 4:45pm.  Depart Newark 9:47 
pm United #3530, arrive DTW 11:52pm.  



 
WHO IS GOING: 
 
Bill & Kathy Adams, Jonesville 

Betty Fast – Jonesville 

Margaret Filmore – Coldwater 

Margie Font – Jonesville 

Rev. Stan Jenkins – Lansing 

Dennis & Kathleen Johns – Jackson  

Rev. Karen Kelley and Brian Kelley – Jackson 

Gary & Lynn Kenworthy – Jackson 

Marilyn Lewis – Jonesville 

Bev Marks – Jonesville 

Rev. Lynne McQuown, Haley, Sophia, Mailee McQuown – Albion/Jonesville 

Frances & Joseph Painter – Hudson 

Kameron & Kelsey Perry – Wisconsin 

Brad & Marilyn Porter – Jonesville 

Andrew and Catherine Rieman – Jackson 

Jim & Janet Seitz – Jackson 

Mary & Tim Skupinski – Jonesville 

Carol Tinervia – Coldwater 

Belinda Toms and Chelsey Toms – West Virginia 

Bette & James Watkins -- Jackson 


