
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night,” 
even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is 
as light to you.  Psalm 139:11-12 

 

Dear JFPC Friends and Family, 

We have officially entered the darkest days of the year, averaging only around 9 
hours of daylight each day.  I know the physical darkness of the season affects the 
emotional and spiritual well-being of many people.  We need the Light, and when it is 
absent, we long for it. 

 

Advent is a season of yearning, of watching and waiting, of hope and expectation that 
the Light will return.  Yet it is a time spent largely in darkness.  This year, our Advent 
theme will be focused not on the Light of the World (That’s Epiphany!) but on the 
“Holiness of Darkness.”  We’ll look at how God is always at work, even, and espe-
cially, in darkness.   

 

Pastor, author, and artist Jan L. Richardson writes in her book Night Visions, “I be-
lieve that Christ came not to dispel the darkness but to teach us to dwell with integri-
ty, compassion, and love in the midst of ambiguity.  The One who grew in the fertile 
darkness of Mary’s womb knew that darkness is not evil of itself.  Rather, it can be-
come the tending place in which our longings for healing, justice, and peace grow and 
come to birth.”   

 

This Advent, many of you are dwelling in different forms of darkness.  We’ve known 
a lot of change, loss, and disruption in our congregation and in our lives this year.  In 
Advent, as we watch and wait for the return of the Light, may we become aware of 
God’s holy presence in the darkness.  May we use this time to be still, to 
acknowledge and tend our longings for healing, justice, peace, and love – in our lives 
and in the world.  

 

In Christ’s Love, 

 

Pastor Lynne 

 

Christmas Giving For December 

Collection boxes for 
Domestic Harmony, 
Kings Cupboard, and 
Jonesville Public 
Schools will be located 
in the Sanctuary.  Car-
ing gifts for Domestic 
Harmony are; hair 

brushes, soap, toilet 
paper, detergent, trash 
bags, ziploc bags, and 
coffee.  Kings Cupbard 
can use non-parishable 
food items. Jonesville 
Elementary School 
would appreciate hats, 

mittens, gloves, 
scarves, and socks. 
Thank you for your 
caring gifts to those in 
need.  
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MERRY 

CHRISTMAS! 

JFPC has a group of 
men that are consid-

ering forming a 
Men’s Group.  If you 
are interested in join-
ing this new group, 
please   contact Ray 
Leising at 849-9717. 
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Young at Heart 

 

Children’s Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 22nd will be the Children's Christmas Program dur-
ing the worship service at 10:30.  The nativity pageant will be per-
formed. All children, grandchildren, young friends are invited to partici-
pate.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Barb Stanfield at 
517-437-4626. Youngsters should be at the church by 10AM on the 
morning of the 22nd so that costumes can be assigned. 

The Young at Heart will be Christmas caroling on Friday, 
December 13, 2019.  We will meet at the church at 6:00 
p.m.  Dinner will be provided.  After dinner we will be car-
oling to several of our shut-ins.  We plan to be done by 
around 8:00 p.m. 

If you are interested in purchasing a poinsettia in 
honor or memory of a loved one, call the church 
at 517-849-9505.  Color selections are red or 
white and the cost this year is $14.00.  Orders 
must be received by Tuesday, December 17. 

Poinsettias 

With the approaching holidays, please remember our Scrip Gift Card program.  With over 700 

vendors participating, you may order gift cards for family, friends or for yourself for your gift 

giving needs.  Each vendor provides a % cash back to the Church.  A list of vendors is posted 

on the bulletin board outside Vicky’s office.  Place your order with Vicky.   Also, when ordering 

from Amazon, please register with AmazonSmile for qualified purchases.  In the dropdown 

menu, select Jonesville First Presbyterian Church.  JFPC will receive a percentage of the total 

cost of your eligible purchases.  There is no additional cost to you.  As always, if you can find 

what you need locally, please support our local businesses. 

Scrip Gift Card Program and AmazonSmile 
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As we prepare for Christmas, here is a helpful article written by Christian Educator, 
Marilyn Sharpe 

 

IF YOU REALLY BELIEVED THAT JESUS WAS COMING TO YOUR HOME THIS ADVENT 
SEASON... 

Advent means “coming.” Jesus is coming into the world, into your world. Advent is the season that 
begins the new church year with the four Sundays before Christmas. It is intended to be a season to 
slow down, to wait for Jesus, and to be filled with wonder. But this culture has turned it into marathon 
shopping, baking, entertaining, and doing that pulls focus off the coming of the Messiah and onto the 
coming of the UPS truck, off receiving God’s best gift and onto the dozens of gifts yet to purchase, 
wrap, ship, and deliver. It may look festive, but it is frenzied. This isn’t what the angel announced to 
the shepherds on the night of Jesus’ birth: “I am bringing you good news of great joy for all people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” Remember, kids 
are watching and learning from you! 

  

HOW COULD YOU DO IT DIFFERENTLY, TO EXPERIENCE JOY AND RECEIVE THE GOOD 
NEWS? SOME IDEAS TO CONSIDER: 

 Have a goal for the 26th of December, that is more than just surviving. May you have experienced 
Jesus’ coming and may your family still be glad to be related to you. 

  

Prioritize. Ask your family, “What is the one thing that you need to see, hear, read, sing, eat, do or 
experience this Advent season to make it feel as though Christmas has really come for you?” Let 
that be your focus this Advent. 

 

Delegate.One person can’t do it all. Decide who will do what, and include everyone. 

Collaborate. Have a family wrap-a-thon or make cookie baking a group activity. Put on carols. Enjoy 
one another, as well as accomplish what you have chosen to do. Turn a chore into a memorable time 
by doing it together. 

Delete. Without apology, decide what you will not do this year, those things that drain the life and 
delight out of you. It makes space for those things that give you life and delight. 

Do it differently. If you host Christmas Eve dinner, instead of slaving over a hot stove, serve a pur-
chased lasagna or have a potluck or make something ahead and freeze it. 

Tell others what you are doing and why. Invite them to join you in a simpler, more joyous Christmas 
season. 

 

About those gifts: 

Talk now about sharing time, rather than giving a tangible gift. 

HOMEMADE – Do you have a special recipe for cookies, appetizer, cocoa mix, bread, or snack? Or, how 
about a collection of favorite recipes? If you knit, paint, or do needlework, share your gift. Every parent  

(continued on next page) 



and grandparent loves some refrigerator art by their favorite young artist! 

FRAMED PICTURE – A picture of you and the recipient is always appreciated. 

A PHILANTHROPIC GIFT – Give a gift to a charity or cause that reflects the interests, values, or passions of the 
receiver. 

COUPONS FOR SERVICES OR TIME TOGETHER – Think about the gift of a leisurely day together or deliver 
a meal, do a load of laundry, run errands, babysit, or give a back rub. 

TICKETS FOR A SHARED EVENT – Is there a movie, concert, play, or art exhibit you’d both enjoy? Give tick-
ets or a promise of that shared experience. 

MEMBERSHIP – By giving a membership to the zoo, arboretum, or museum, you give the gift of time and experi-
ence together. 

SOMETHING YOU ALREADY OWN – Pass on something a friend has admired or give your child or grandchild 
a piece of their family history. 

GIVE LESSONS OR CAMP – Here is something that kids love and don’t expect. Think about an interest, sport, or 
skill in which they have expressed an interest. Camp will make memories for a lifetime. 

DO SERVICE TOGETHER – Shovel snow for a shut in neighbor, 

visit a friend or relative in a nursing home, serve a meal at a soup kitchen, or plan a mission trip together. This 
captures the meaning of the season. 

 

JESUS IS COMING TO YOUR HOME THIS ADVENT. WELCOME HIS PRESENCE AND SAVOR THIS 
TIME. 

PUB THEOLOGY 

A couple of years ago (hard to believe!)  Jessy and Zack Bigelow came to one of our Pub Theology 
groups and shared their vision for starting up a brewery in Jonesville.  We encouraged them and 
hoped that one day we might hold our Pub Theology in their brewery.  The time has come!  The 
dream of Ramshackle Brewery has become realized in downtown Jonesville, and our Pub Theology 
group will be meeting there on FRIDAY, Dec. 20th   at 6:30pm.  Ramshackle is a “Bring Your Own 
Food” establishment.  Some may want to go in together and order a pizza from Mainstreet, or you are 
welcome to bring your own meal. We hope you’ll join us in supporting this young couple as we fel-
lowship together.  

FAITH & FITNESS  

It’s the most delicious time of the year!  Which means we’ll need to work harder 
to walk off all those wonderful calories we enjoy consuming over the holidays.  
AND, a reminder to our Holy Land travelers – we are less than 2 months out to 
our adventure.  Now is the time to get prepared for all the walking.  Come join us 
Thursdays 12-1 at Hillsdale College’s Bierman Center track to build our physical 
and spiritual muscles. ALL ability levels are welcome (even walkers & canes have 
been used on some days).    

December Birthdays & Anniversaries! 
4 Lynne McQuown   18   John Ciaravino 

5 Vicky Arno    19   Dave Pope 

        Leigh Raddatz   21   Liam Sauber 

11 Mailee McQuown          Max Young 

13 Chuck Johnson III   22  Liz Baker 

14 Annie Johnson   24  Alyssa Masta   

16 Andy & Jan Penrose   26  William Addison 

       Robert & Margaret Henthorne  28  Benjamin Sauber 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
PLEDGE SUNDAY 

 
10:30 Worship/

Communion 
 

Decorate Church 
 

2 3 4 

10:30  Bible 

Study 

1:15 Grief 

Group 

5 
 

Noon-1:00 
Faith &  
Fitness 

 
5:15 Worship 

6 7 
 
9 am-3 pm 
Christmas 

Bazaar 

8 
 

10:30 Worship 
 

Noon CE Mtg. 
 

1 pm Young Adults/
Family  

Friendsgiving  
Potluck 

9 10 
 
 
 

1:00 Take-A-
Break; Olivia’s 

11 

Holy Land 

Flight Pay-

ments Due to 

All Aboard 

Travel 

10:30 Bible 

Study 

1:15 Grief 

Group 

12 
 

Noon-1:00 
Faith &  
Fitness 

13 

 

6 pm  

Christmas 

Caroling;  

Dinner  

provided 

14 

15 16 17 
 

 

 

 

6:30 Session  

18 

10:30 Bible 

Study 

 

1:15 Grief 

Group 

19 
 

Noon-1:00 
Faith &  
Fitness 

20 

 

6:30 Pub  

Theology; 

Ramshackle 

21 

22 

10:30 Worship/ 

Christmas Pageant 

Congregational Mtg. 

6 pm Community 

Blue Christmas 

23 24 

 

 

 

7 pm Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 

 

 

Christmas 

Day; Offices 

Closed 

26 
 

Noon-1:00 
Faith &  
Fitness 

27 28 

29 

10:30 Worship/

Carol Sing 

30 31     

December 2019 


