
MARCH 2020 NEWSLETTER 

LETTER FROM THE PASTOR: 

The Book of Common Prayer, used by Christians worldwide, offers these words to invite 
God’s people into the season of Lent:                                                        “Dear People of 

God: The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and 
resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season of 
penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in which converts to the faith were 
prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when those who, because of notorious sins, had 
been separated from the body of the faithful, were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and 
restored to the fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put in mind of the 
message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need which 
all Christians continually have to renew their repentance and faith.  

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-
examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating 
on God’s holy Word. And, to make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal 
nature, let us now kneel before the Lord, our maker and redeemer.” 

A Popular Social Media Post says: “The problem is, you think you have time.” 

Lent is a season where we have the opportunity to confront the fact that our time is 
limited.  We are mortal.  Lent begins with ashes, reminding us that just as each one of 
us was given the gift of life in birth, one day, every one of us will stop breathing and our 
earthly life, as precious as it is, will end.  And yet, Christians believe, this is not a cause 
for sadness, fear, or despair. 

This yearly reminder is an opportunity, an invitation, and a chance for us to thoughtfully, 
prayerfully, and joyfully re-prioritize our lives to be as rich, full, joyful, and Christ-
centered as possible in whatever time we have left – be it 8 days or 80 years.  If we are 
off-course, we have the opportunity to re-align.  If we are lost, we can seek help and 
direction.  If we have hurt others, we are invited to make amends and seek forgiveness.  
If we have been hurt, we are given the opportunity to learn to let go and to practice 
forgiveness. If we are predominantly living for ourselves, Christ invites us to go deeper 
and seek ways to live for others, to share what we have, to love extravagantly.   

Henry David Thoreau wrote: “I went to the woods because I wished to live 

deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn what it 

had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived. I did not wish to 

live what was not life, living is so dear; nor did I wish to practice resignation, unless it 

was quite necessary. I wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow of life, to live so 

sturdily and Spartan-like as to put to rout all that was not life, to cut a broad swath and 

shave close, to drive life into a corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms...” 



Lent offers us the spiritual equivalent of going to the “woods,” of examining what is life-

giving and life-draining, to let go of the things which waste our time, energy, creativity, 

and resources, and to embrace living “abundantly,” as Jesus says.  

And so, dear ones, I invite you to observe a Holy Lent, by self-examination, prayer, 

Bible study, and drawing closer to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  As always, please 

let me know if I can be helpful to you on your journey. 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Lynne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ALL THINGS LENT! 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY:   

There will be a Community Ash Wednesday service and imposition of ashes on Weds. 2/26 at 

noon at Jonesville United Methodist Church.   

Lenten Bible Study: 

Wednesdays at 10:30, join us as we begin a journey through the Gospel of John.  Unlike the 

synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke), John offers a much more mystical and symbolic 

witness to the life of Jesus Christ.  All are welcome. 

 

Lenten Book Study: 

Following our congregation’s pilgrimage stories through the Holy Land, several folks have asked 

for opportunities to learn more about the Israel/Palestine conflict.  In response, we will offer a 

Lenten book study on the reflections of Bishop Elias Chacour in his book, Blood Brothers.  This 

dramatic story of a Palestinian Christian working for peace in the Holy Land is engaging, 

entertaining, easy to read, and challenging! Our denomination (PCUSA) has been actively 

involved in taking a stand on the issues happening in Israel/Palestine, and we’ll have 

denominational resources to augment our discussion, as well.  

 

Books may be purchased on Amazon.com for about $13.00 paperback or $9 kindle.  If you need 

help purchasing a book, please see Pastor Lynne.   

Discussion will take place on Sundays in Lent following fellowship hour. 

IF POSSIBLE, please have books purchased and be ready to discuss chapters 1 and 2 on March 

1. 

Lenten Lunches:   

Join us Wednesdays at Noon for a light Lenten lunch and a spiritual teaching on “Lent in Plain 

Sight” by Jill J. Duffield.  We’ll be reflecting on how God tends to work through the ordinary.  

(Things like dust, bread, coins, thorns, oil, etc) 

JUMC: February 26, March 4, 11 

JFPC: March 18, 25, April 1 

Maundy Thursday:  A Community Holy Thursday service will be held at 7pm on April 9
th

 at 

Jonesville First Presbyterian Church 

GOOD FRIDAY:  A Community Good Friday service will be held at Noon on 4/10 at the 

Jonesville United Methodist Church.  

JFPC’S EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA will be held on Holy Saturday, April 11
th

 from 11 

until 1.  Egg hunt, pizza, Easter stories.  Open to the community!  Come celebrate Easter with us! 



EASTER:  Sunday, April 12
th 

                                                                                         

Community Sunrise Service:  JFPC Memorial Garden at 7 am (sunrise 7:02 am) Breakfast 

following Sunrise Service. Traditional Service @ 10:30 

 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries 

3   Timothy Belcher                                                               22 Tom Fiser 

7   Jennifer Baker                                                                   27 Sara Pope 

7   Mike & Donna Miller                                                       28 Alyce Fuller 

8   Jenni Brinley                                                                     29 Sharon Dow   

18 Marilyn Lewis                                                                   31 Wendy Conklin 

Calendar of Events For March 

 1   Holy Communion, Christian Ed Meeting 12:00 P.M. 

 4    Lenten Bible Study JFPC – 10:30 A.M. 

       Lenten Lunch JUMC - 12:00 P.M. 

       Worship Committee 5:15 P.M. 

 8   Daylight Savings Time Begins – Turn your clocks ahead one hour. 

10  Take-A-Break  El Cereto – 1:00 P.M. 

      Admin Committee 5:00 P.M. 

      GIG Meeting 5:15 P.M. 

11  Lenten Bible Study JFPC – 10:30 A.M. 

      Lenten Lunch JUMC - 12:00 P.M. 

13  Young At Heart Game Night and Potluck – 6:00 P.M. 

15  JFPC Will be Hosting a Neutral Pulpit for Brooklyn 1
st
 Presbyterian  – 10:30 A.M. 

18   Lenten Bible Study JFPC – 10:30 A.M. 

       Lenten Lunch JFPC – 12:00 P.M. 

25   Lenten Bible Study JFPC – 10:30 A.M. 

       Lenten Lunch JFPC – 12:00 P.M. 

       Session 6:30 P.M. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


